 
PARISH COUNCIL minutes 
Tuesday, January 27, at 7:00 pm 
PARISH CENTER – ROOM 303 
 
Present: Fr. John, Fr. Keith, Fr. Christian, Fr. Homero, Dan Fritch, Lynne Bohnert, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Nathan Bradford, Jason Nord, Nathan Mehringer, Jane Fischer, Norma Mares, Irma Alanis, Tara Dreblow, Christine Brinkman

OPENING PRAYER – Fr John 
   
DISCUSSION / APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 25, 2025 
Lynn Scheu motioned to approve the minutes, Jane 2nd unanimous approval 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Guadalupe Statue - Fr. John 
a. Talked to Kevin Cox, cannot get the same gravel for the landscaping as is already around the church? Looking for a gravel that is compatible or similar to the gravel that is around the church to eventually replace all the mulch.  
2. Security Committee – Fr. John 
a. Both Darren Sroufe from Saint Meinrad and Brian Bishop from lawman security walked around the grounds   with the side doors locked that helps with security since there is only one way to enter.  Brian first priority is the balcony.  For security, no one besides the choir should be in the balcony.  Security experts feel that having the balcony open all the time is cringe worthy.  Start with some signs.  There is debate about whether the balcony should be open for masses with large attendance like Christmas and Easter.  A request for written recommendations was requested.  We also discussed having security personnel during mass.  Second immediate recommendation is to have personal/volunteers to watch entrances during Wednesday night when the Youth are present. 
b. Nathan Bradford made a motion to close balcony to the public, second Lynn Bohnert, unanimous approval. 
3. Update on the Rectory & the Church doors – Fr. John 
a. New wooden doors should be lighter, all metal will be replaced. 
b. No update on the Rectory
4. Christmas Eve Mass attendance - All 
a. 4pm mass was very crowded.  Since Christmas Eve is so popular we discussed added another Christmas Eve mass.  Christmas is already a pretty taxing on the priests.  There is already 3 Christmas Eve masses (4, 6:30 Spanish and midnight) and there is no time at which to add a Christmas Eve mass that would actually solve the problem.  
5. Volunteer Engagement / Communications – Jane 
a. New Member Committee:  We discussed how to reach out to new members.  We discussed giving them a call and inviting them to join a small group or other groups.  In the past new member have been giving a gift bag and church members would try to go to their home and meet them, however new member did no always want to be visited in their home.   Fr. John mentioned that people may or may not respond but feels we need to do our part and that we are not doing our part at the moment. 

6. Parish Staff updates – Fr. John 
a. Director of Parish Operations: Alan Huffman wants to talk with the staff to see what is working and not working.  There have been 5 applicants, two individuals have been interviewed.   
b. Bilingual office worker (sacramental records) 
7. Christmas gifts/fundraiser - Jane 
a. Nick Ring (designer of mother Théodore Guérin statue)  has sent a quote for various sized replicas of the statue Théodore Guérin.
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. July 4th Planning Events – Fr. Keith 
a June 12 rededicate to the sacred heart of Jesus. 
b Would like some banners for the circle, similar to the Pope Leo and Christmas Banners. 
2. Food Box Installation – Fr. John 
a Fr. John has been approached by people requesting food on multiple occasions.   Some churches have a box with can goods that people can take.  Fr. John recommended putting one at St. Joes near with a camera watching it.   It was pointed out that here are already 3 in Jasper.  It was suggested to include a sign to make sure that those that visit the food box are aware of the food bank and St. Vincent de Paul.  This is a way for the Priests to help those that come to them right away. 
3. ADA accessible Front & Back Doors of Parish Center – Fr. John/Jane 
a Put buttons on the north east doors to make it easier for handicap individuals to enter the parish center.  
4. Religious Education Positions - Nathan 
a Only those that teach during release time are paid, pay is based on experience
b Wednesday nights are volunteers. 
5. Fire Department Tour Reflection – Fr. John 
a Thirty-two firefighters toured the church, checked boiler room, sprinkler system, alarms and bell tour. 
6. Self Defense Class Training – Nathan
a  Nathan will pass contact info to Lynn to look into offering a self-defense class at St. Joes. 
7. Call for any new Parish Council discussion items – All 
 
COMMISSION UPDATES: (top points from each commission lasting 5 minutes or less) Finance – Dan  
Financial outlook is good, made up ground in December
Made our CMA goal
Capital campaign $67,000 left to collect 

Justice & Charity – Lynn 
Hosted bingo at Brookside
July 11th food packing, goal 100,000 meals, need $30,000 in fundraising.
 	 	 
Evangelization & Catechesis – Andrew 
 	 
Community Life – Michele  
No recent meetings, planning new member breakfast
 
Liturgy & Prayer – Lynne 
Blessing of candle Feb 2. 
Feb 3, blessing of throats
 
St. Joseph feast day March 19th join with Latino to plan that 

Latino – Irma
Upcoming Couples retreat in Evansville  
Preparing for St. Joseph Feast Day-March 19th

 
 	 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
1. Upcoming Events / Dates: 
· 250th Celebration of America – Saturday, July 4, 2026 
· Guadalupe Pilgrimage – Fall 2026 
 
2. Catechism 101 (Kundeck Hall 7:00 PM) – Fr Christian 
  
3. Theology on Tap (Young Adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s @ St. Benedict Brew Works) 
 
4. Bible Studies and Reading Groups – Fr. Christian 
· Bible Study on 1st Corinthians Tuesday’s of Lent starting Feb 24th 
· Spanish Prayer & Bible Study monthly  
· Dad’s Reading Group (Fr. Christian) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jason Nord, Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Mehringer, Nathan Bradford, Mitch Sermersheim, Norma Mera 
  
COMMISSION CHAIRS: Dan Fritch, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Andrew Luke, Irma Alanis & Lynne Bohnert 
 
** Tuesday, February 24 @ 7 PM will be the next meeting ** 
 
