


PARISH COUNCIL minutes
Tuesday, November 25, 2025, at 7:00 pm
PARISH CENTER – ROOM 303
Jason Nord, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Mehringer, Nathan Bradford, Mitch Sermersheim, Norma Mera, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Irma Alanis, Father John, Fr. Christain, Fr. Keith, Fr. Homero


OPENING PRAYER – Fr John
  
DISCUSSION / APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 27, 2025

Motion to approve minutes: Irma, second Jane.  Approved unanimously

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Guadalupe Statue - Fr. John
a. Will not be done this year, but should be done early next year
2. Security Committee – Fr. John
a. Darren from Saint Meinrad will walk through our facitilties to make security suggestions. Brian Bishop from Law man tactical will also assist. 
3. Update on the Rectory & the Church doors – Fr. John
a. Fr John is looking for someone to be in charge of the Rectory project.   Parish would have to approve a new rectory and then take it to the diocese. 
b. All wood around the center door would be replaced,  Saint Joseph Catholic church would be engraved above the doors.  The current doors are warped.   Additional lighting would be installed so that the stain glass window above the door will be visible at night.  Three hinges will be replaced with one large hinge running the full height.   Fehrenbacher wood is doing the door. Kremp will be the contractor. All outside doors will be replaced.   Hopping to have the doors installed by Easter.  This should end the renovation of the church.
4. Preparation for Advent (banners) / Penance Service – Fr. John
a. Will have Word Among us books, KofC will also put some books out.  Lights will be dimmed for Advent.  Wreaths will be put out.  Banners are out now. 
5. Food drive and angel tree. 
a. 4560 lbs donated, 300 lbs more than last year.  Angle tree is out of angles.  There were 78 families.  

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Call for any new Parish Council discussion items – All
a. St. Joes serving Thanksgiving meals.  There are 225 reservations for dinners.
2. Parish Staff updates – Fr. John
a. Parish manager
b. Bilingual office worker (sacramental records) 
3. Volunteer Engagement / Impact – Fr. John
a. Discussed using a commitment form for volunteers to be able to 
b. There is a need to get people into communication chains, so that when there is a need a message can be sent out and those that are available to fill a need can respond.  
c. Ministry fair in the past has not worked well at recruiting people.   
d. Identify volunteer opportunities.
e. Jane will form a committee to develop two approaches to address volunteer recruitment and engagement.  Will also plan new member orientation. 
4. Christmas Mass Schedule – Fr. John
a. St. Joseph 4:00, 6:30 (Spanish), midnight, 6:00, 7:30, 9:00 
b. Spanish Christmas day mass will be in Huntingburg (10:30)
5. Additional Railing along sidewalk outside the parish center.  There is currently only a railing on one side.  By having a railing on both sides then anyone who needs the railing can use their dominant hand no matter which direction they are walking.   Father John will take this to building and grounds.  We need to make sure that railing would not interfere with snow removal.  
6. Christmas gifts/fundraiser
a. In the past we have sold items as Christmas gifts that could also be used as a fundraiser.   Ideas include selling miniature replicas of the Mother Theodore Guerin statue, Father Green statue or other priest statutes.   It was suggested that the funds could be used to support vocations. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Upcoming Events / Dates:
· Nov 27th - Thanksgiving community meal
· Dec 5th/6th Christmas Bazar
· Dec 6/7th St. Nicholas 
· Dec 8th – Immaculate Conception – Tentative: 6 am, 8 am, 12:05 pm, 5 pm and 6:30 (Spanish)
· Dec 9th – Juan Diego – Fr. Homero
· Dec 12th – Our Lady of Guadalupe 
· Dec 18th 4:00pm Penances service
· Dec 22nd 6:00 pm Penance service
· Dec 20th – Evansville Philharmonic Concert
· Dec 29th – Staff and Leadership Christmas Party
· Holy day Jan 31st 4:00, 6:30 Spanish, Jan 1st:  6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am,  
· Jan 18 – Welcome/CRHP Reunion - 12:30 pm Mass with reception to follow 
· 250th Celebration of America – Saturday, July 4, 2026
· Guadalupe Pilgrimage – Fall 2026
· Vacations:
i. Fr. Christian Dec 8-21st 
ii. Jan 3-24th



2. Catechism 101 Fall Schedule (Kundeck Hall 7:00 PM) – Fr Christian
· Next topic will be prayer, 
3. Theology on Tap (Young Adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s @ St. Benedict Brew Works)
· Dec 11th – Dr. Robert Alvis, “St. Leo the Great & Pope Leo XIII: The Namesake of the New Pope”

4. Bible Studies and Reading Groups – Fr. Christian
· Women’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm
· Men’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Thursdays @ 6:30 pm
· Spanish Prayer & Bible Study monthly 
· Dad’s Reading Group (Fr. Christian)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Fr. Keith will lead a book club in a pub on the Screwtape letters. 

[bookmark: _Hlk180754331]COMMISSION UPDATES: (top points from each commission lasting 5 minutes or less)
Finance – Dan 
CMA meet our goal. 

Justice & Charity – Lynn
		
Evangelization & Catechesis – Andrew
	
Community Life – Michele
	Coffee and donuts monthly stay and play monthly, working on cooking class (the how, what, when and where TBD) 

Liturgy & Prayer – Lynne

Latino – Irma


CLOSING PRAYER

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jason Nord, Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Mehringer, Nathan Bradford, Mitch Sermersheim, Norma Mera
 
COMMISSION CHAIRS: Dan Fritch, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Andrew Luke, Irma Alanis & Lynne Bohnert  	        

** next meeting Tuesday, January 27 @ 7 PM will be the next meeting **



