


PARISH COUNCIL minutes
Monday, October 27, 2025, at 7:00 pm
PARISH CENTER – ROOM 303
Present: Fr. John, Fr. Keith, Dan Fritch, Lynne Bohnert, Lynn Scheu, Andrew Luke, Michele Schoenbachler, Nathan Bradford, Jason Nord, Nathan Mehringer, Jane Fischer, Norma Mares

CALL TO ORDER: Jason Nord

OPENING PRAYER – Fr John
 
Welcome New Parish Council Member Norma Mares has joined parish council 
DISCUSSION / APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 23, 2025

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Guadalupe Statue - Fr. John
a. Discussion is still ongoing about what else to add, but the roses look good. 
2. Update on addition of a gooseneck sink setup. Washer/Dryer – Fr. John
a. Gooseneck has been installed, it was reported that it is really nice. 
3. Security Committee – Fr. John
a. Father John has had discussions with several people.  Nathan Schmidt at the hospital has gone through training on the ALICE system (alert, lockdown, inform, counter, evacuate).  This system might be appropriate for St. Joes.   Darren 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Call for any new Parish Council discussion items – All
a. No new items 
2. Steak Night Event – Jason
a. Reported to be a big success. 
3. Parish Staff updates – Fr. John
a. Tracy took role as an administrative assistant 
b. Interviewing for someone to be in charge of sacramental records. Looking for someone who is bilingual 
c. Melanie is working well in music ministry role. 
d. Have not started to look for a parish manager yet
4. Volunteer Engagement / Impact – Fr. John
a. Father John wants more people involved.  His desire is for more people to be invited, and to make sure that the minister that are hired are good at working with people. We need to make sure new people are brought into rotation.   
b. Discussed how now members know what  is available.  There is a new member meeting but, it did not happen in October.  It was recommended that someone call new members. 
c. Software to manage volunteers was suggested.  Currently we do not have such software.  Should look first to see if the diocese recommends anything.  
5. Update on the Rectory & the Church doors – Fr. John
a. Waiting on the diocese to get approval of the doors. 
b. Rectory have to decide what we want first.  Plan to replace the current rectory. 
6. Preparation for Advent / Penance Service – Fr. John
a. There will be banners in the plaza
b. We will have a couple of penance services here
c. We will have a concecration to mary on the immaculate conception
7. Christmas Mass Schedule – Fr. John
a. The mass schedule is not set 
b. 4:00, 6:30 Spanish, midnight, 6:00, 7:30, 9:00 Spanish Christmas day mass will be in Huntingburg. 
8. Food drive and angle tree.  Since the food drive has started has angel tree donations been affected?  Angle tree focuses on Jasper families. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Upcoming Events / Dates:
· Mother Theodore Guerin Chapel Mass – Fridays noon in Sept & Oct with adoration until 2:00pm
· Oct 28th - Priest and Religious Dinner
· Oct 31st – Vigil All Saints Mass 6:30 pm
· Nov 1st – All Saints Mass 8 am
· Nov 2nd - All Souls Mass & Memorial Mass 1 pm with reception to follow (Speaker Tim Florian)
· Nov 5th - Cemetery Mass 7:30 pm
· Nov 8th - 23rd - Food Drive (pass out bags on deliver on the 24th
· Nov 9th – Welcome/CRHP Reunion - 12:30 pm Mass with reception to follow (postponed)
· Nov 20th - 145th Anniversary of St. Joseph Church – 6:30 pm Mass
· Nov 27th - Thanksgiving community meal
· Dec 8th – Immaculate Conception – Tentative: 6 am, 8 am, 12:05 pm, 5 pm and 6:30 (Spanish)
· Dec 9th – Juan Diego – Fr. Homero
· Dec 20th – Evansville Philharmonic Concert
· Dec 29th – Staff and Leadership Christmas Party
· 250th Celebration of America – Saturday, July 4, 2026
· Guadalupe Pilgrimage – Fall 2026
· Vacations:
i. Father John –October 28th – Oct 30th



2. Catechism 101 Fall Schedule (Kundeck Hall 7:00 PM) – Fr Christian
· Nov 3rd – The Holy Spirit and the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
· Nov 5th - Cemetery Mass
· Nov 10th – The Holy Spirit and Forgiveness, plus “How to Make a Good Confession.” 
· Nov 17th – The Four Last Things
· Dec 1st – The Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Mary
 
3. Theology on Tap (Young Adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s @ St. Benedict Brew Works)
· Nov 13th – Dr. Ed Epsen talking about AI and Faith
· Dec 11th – Dr. Robert Alvis, “St. Leo the Great & Pope Leo XIII: The Namesake of the New Pope”

4. Bible Studies and Reading Groups – Fr. Christian
· Women’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm
· Men’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Thursdays @ 6:30 pm
· Spanish Prayer & Bible Study monthly 
· Dad’s Reading Group (Fr. Christian)

[bookmark: _Hlk180754331]COMMISSION UPDATES: (top points from each commission lasting 5 minutes or less)
Finance – Dan 

Justice & Charity – Lynn
	Spiritual adopt a baby, clothing for work
	Working on Thanksgiving Day meal, pie sign up is out. 
	
Evangelization & Catechesis – Andrew
	Plan to start Advent bible study group
	Looking for donations of nativity sets and advent wreaths

Community Life – Michele 
Senior dinners attended by 208, 30 volunteers 
Working on all souls day reception –looking for food donations and volunteers

Liturgy & Prayer – Lynne
[bookmark: _GoBack]Consecration to Mary start date Nov 5, for consecration on Dec 8.  Books will be passed out on Nov 1 and 2.  

Latino – Irma

CLOSING PRAYER

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jason Nord, Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Mehringer, Nathan Bradford, Mitch Sermersheim, Norma Mera
 
COMMISSION CHAIRS: Dan Fritch, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Andrew Luke, Irma Alanis & Lynne Bohnert  	        

** Tuesday, November 25 @ 7 PM will be the next meeting **



