


PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
August 26, 2025

Present: Fr. John, Fr. Keith, Jason Messmer, Dan Fritch, Lynne Bohnert, Lynn Scheu, Andrew Luke, Michele Schoenbachler, Tara Dreblow, Nathan Bradford, Jason Nord, Nathan Mehringer, Mitch Sermersheim, Jane Fischer, Irma Alanis

Absent:  Richard Kunkel, Fr. Christian, Fr. Homero 

The 7:00 pm meeting was called to order by Jason Nord.

Opening Prayer – Fr. John led us in prayer.
	
Lynn Bohnert made a motion to approve the July 2025 Parish Council minutes. Lynn Scheu made a second motion. All were in favor of approval.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Guadalupe Statue – Landscaping Around Statue – Fr. John
a. Kevin Cox is working on this along with Nick Gelhausen to assist and do the work.  
b. Fundraiser possibly this Fall but weddings/Steak Night/Events making difficult – currently on hold.
2. Update on Addition of a Commercial grade dishwasher & Washer/ Dryer for the parish center – Fr. John. 
no update – Fr. John was not able to attend the last meeting.
3. 250th Celebration of America – Saturday July 4th, 2026 – Fr. John
Commission involvement & planning
Picnic / Celebration - 
Ideas on how to display flag 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Election of Officers – Jason / Christine
- Review of positions and duties
New Officers for 2025-2026 year:
Chair – Jason Nord
Vice – Chair – Jane Fischer
Secretary – Nathan Bradford
 2. Staff Updates – Fr. John 
      	* Pam Freyberger’s Position – took job @ Our Lady of Hope - Washington, IN – her job has been offered – waiting for acceptance. Pam has not announced when she will be leaving – wants to help train in the new hire. 
	* Junior High position – a couple of interviews – both good applicants
	* Maintenance / Housekeeping – to clean the parish center
3.Open Discussion – All
	* Jason Messmer thanked for his time on council
* Christine Brinkman shared the report-out Precious Blood gave on their year end and the format – copy of the report shared with team. 
4. Steak Night Event – Saturday October 25th – Jason
*Tickets go on sale September 20th – 200 tickets for sale. OINK will be donating all but the steaks
5. October Parish Council Meeting – October 28th – Jason Nord
	* Conflicts with Priest & Religious Dinner
	* Jason suggested Monday October 27th. Approved.
6.   Upcoming Events / Dates:
· Spirit of Jasper Train Ride – Aug 27th ** UPDATE – IT IS FULL **
· Pilgrimage of Hope for Creation Jubilee 2025-Sept 6th (10:30 am)-Ferdinand/St. Meinrad
· Steak Night – October 25th 
· Mother Theodore Guerin Chapel Mass – Fridays (noon) in Sept and October with adoration till 2:00pm
· Senior Dinner – September 27th
· Guadalupe Pilgrimage – Nov 9th – 15th …Moved to Fall 2026
· Vacations:
    -Father Homero – in October (dates TBD)  
    -Father Keith – in October (dates TBD) 
   4. Catechism 101 Fall Schedule (Kundeck Hall 7:00 PM) – Fr Christian   Great turnouts last year!
· Sep 8 – A (Re-)Introduction to the Creed
· Sep 15 – Who Is Jesus? The Incarnate Son 
· Sep 22 –  Book Club in a Pub Replaces Catechism 101 this week
· Sep 29 – Mary, the Mother of God and Our Mother 
· Oct 6 – The Death, Descent, and Resurrection of Jesus 
· Oct 13 – The Ascension of Christ and the Sending of the Holy Spirit 
· Oct 20 – The Person of the Holy Spirit in Scripture
· Oct 27 – The Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian 
· Nov 3 – The Holy Spirit and the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
· Nov 10 – The Holy Spirit and Forgiveness, plus “How to Make a Good Confession” 
· Nov 17 – The Four Last Things 
· Dec 1 – The Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Mary 
 5. Theology on Tap (Young Adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s @ St. Benedict Brew Works)
     -Oct 9th – Fr. Simon Hermann, OSB, “Finding Peace in an Anxious Time”
     -Nov 13th – Cassie Schuester, “Following Christ as a Young Adult”
     -Dec 11th – Dr. Robert Alvis, “St. Leo the Great & Pope Leo XIII:  The Namesake of the New Pope”
  6. Bible Studies and Reading Groups – Fr. Christian
     -Women’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Tuesdays @ 6:30PM (09/09/25-10/14/25) 
     -Men’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Thursdays @ 6:30PM (9/11/25-10/16/25)
     -Spanish Prayer & Bible Study monthly on 2nd Thursday of the month (Room 301) at 6:30PM
     -Dad’s Reading Group (Fr. Christian) Currently Reading Listen to my Son.  Contact Fr. Christian at
         craab@evdio.org for time and location. 
     -Book Club in a Pub-Sept 22 @ Oink, Inc to discuss Return:  How to Draw Your Child Back to Church


Commission Updates: (top points from each commission lasting 5 minutes or less)

Finance – Dan 
· Meets every other month. 
· Will be paying for mosaics as they are now completed.
· Next big ticket will be replacing the large entry doors. 
· Just in the beginning stages of researching and planning for a new rectory. 
· Pew refinishing account - $100K – original work was not as contracted, and this amount was the settlement. This is with the diocese for future use when the pews need to be redone. 



Justice & Charity (formerly Evangelization & Outreach) – Lynn 
· Clothing Closet – have room on 3rd floor of Parish Ctr-starting to collect clothes in Aug. – Good response – Wil be used for  Work Release, Dove House, Trotter House
· September 8th is next Bingo
· Beginning Thanksgiving Day dinner planning

Evangelization & Catechesis (formerly Spiritual Life) – Andrew/Nathan
· [bookmark: _Hlk197516483]Religious EDU starts in a couple of weeks – just planning and gearing up
· 1st night is September 10th

Community Life – Michele 
· Strassenfest parade Sun-Aug 3rd.  BIG success – lots of walkers and support – ran out of Candy!
· Spirit of Jasper train ride 8/27/25 is FULL
· Senior Dinner is in September

Liturgy and prayer – Lynne Bohnert 
· [bookmark: _Hlk180584316]Polka Mass during Strassenfest & Aug 10th will be the Memorial Day Mass (2023-2025) – all very well attended. 
· Oct 7th Feast of Holy Rosary (Bilingual Mass & Rosary) 
· November 2nd – all souls day – Memorial Mass 

Latino – Irma/Fr. Homero
· Aug 30th – Retreat for women in St. Meinrad this year (over 100 women @ last years retreat)
· Sept 18th Cursillo for Men in Evansville
· Had a fundraiser for Cancer patient in Huntingburg – raised almost $4K – 
· Looking to do another fundraiser as the meat grinder they use broke.
· Pilgrimage of Lady Guadalupe is postponed – rescheduling for Fall 2026 (getting more participants)

Fr. John announced Brute Society award winners:
Sylvia Metzger
Jane Schaeffer
Bob & Cheri Acton

CLOSING PRAYER – Fr. Keith

MEMBERS: Jason Nord, Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Bradford, Nathan Mehringer and Mitch Sermersheim
 
COMMISSION CHAIRS: Dan Fritch, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Andrew Luke, Irma Alanis, Lynne Bohnert  	        

STAFF MEMBERS:  Fr. John Brosmer, Fr. Homero Rodriguez, Fr. Christian Raab, Fr. Keith Hart, Pam Freyberger, Tammy Mehringer, Tracie Ihle, Courtney Schmidt

** Tuesday, September 23rd @ 7 PM will be the next meeting **




