


PARISH COUNCIL minutes
Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at 7:00 pm
PARISH CENTER – ROOM 303

Present:  Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Bradford, Mitch Sermersheim, Norma Mera, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Irma Alanis & Lynne Bohnert, Fr. John, Fr. Keith, Fr. Homero


OPENING PRAYER – Fr John
  
DISCUSSION / APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 27, 2026
Lynn Scheu motioned to approve the minutes, Tara second all approved

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Guadalupe Statue - Fr. John: not much has changed, getting prices on gravel.  Father wants to transition from mulch to gravel, to reduce maintenance and long term cost.  Ideally get something similar to what is around the church. 

2. Security Committee – Fr. John: want to get ALICE training for ushers and other parishioners who are interested. 

3. Update on the Rectory & the Church doors – Fr. John: Looking to demolish the current rectory and build  new one.  Looking for a location.   “Saint Joseph Catholic Church” engraved on the outside of the doors “therefore go and teach all nations” in German on the inside of the doors 

4. July 4th planning events-Fr. Keith-Getting banners designed for the consecration of the United States

5. Volunteer Engagement / Communications – Jane 

6. Parish Staff updates – Fr. John Happy with new staff.  Hired Marlene Munoz for Hispanic ministry and sacramental records

7. Christmas gifts/fundraiser - Jane Getting a quote for statues.  St. Joes will handle taking orders, taking money, paying for production

8. Food Box Installation – Fr. John:  Will make a list of items that are good to put in the food box. 

9. ADA accessible Front & Back Doors of Parish Center – Fr. John/Jane 



NEW BUSINESS:
1. Call for any new Parish Council discussion items – All
a. A parishioner expressed in seeing a Christmas display facing Newton Street.  A Nativity scene would be something simple we could do.  Jane is exploring ideas with Patty Boeglin 
2. Parish council election: Jane will be in charge of running for council.  Need to look for people to run. Christine’s term will end, 3 positions will be opened. (increase the total number of council members by 1).  Eventually 3 council members will be elected every year (for a 3 year term and a total council of 9 members) 
3. Holy week/Divine Mercy Sunday 9 catechumens, 13-18 candidates   

COMMISSION UPDATES: (top points from each commission lasting 5 minutes or less)
Finance – Dan 

Justice & Charity – Lynn
Running an activity for Dove House.  There are 15 women.  Will ask for donations of Flower pots, flowers, soil, gloves collect Easter or the weekend after. 
Weekend of the April 19th have a flower potting activity.  Additional potted flowers will be made a prize for bingo at legacy the following night. 
July 11   food packing event, goal is to pack 100,000 meals, need $30,000 and 400 volunteers.  Will soon add dove house 
		
Evangelization & Catechesis – Andrew
No report
	
Community Life – Michele 
· Looking for more people to help with hospitality during funerals (ushering, set up for visitation) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Men’s club has a Mother’s day event on May 10th
· New members breakfast April 19th
· Senior luncheon in March 

Liturgy & Prayer – Lynne
Thursday: March 19 there will be a bilingual mass for Feast of St joseph, followed by a reception 
Palms have been ordered for Palm Sunday
There will banners for the Easter season 
April 12th Divine Mercy Sunday: Holy Family will be hosting this year
March 5th confirmation
Soup and stations going well

Latino – Irma
Upcoming couples retreat
Big turn out for Stations of the cross
Men’s Cursillo in the works 


ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Upcoming Events / Dates:
· March 14th German Heritage mass 4:30 
· March 26 Senior citizen luncheon 
· March 29th – April 5th 
· April 19th New member orientation
· May 3rd First communion
· May 10th men’s club hosting Mother’s day breakfast
· June 12th rededicate America to the Sacred Heart
· 250th Celebration of America – Saturday, July 4, 2026

2. Catechism 101 (Kundeck Hall 7:00 PM) – Fr Christian on hold
  
3. Theology on Tap (Young Adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s @ broken T) 
 
4. Bible Studies and Reading Groups – Fr. Christian 
· Bible Study on 1st Corinthians Tuesday’s of Lent starting Feb 24th 
· Dad’s Reading Group (Fr. Christian) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Jason Nord, Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Mehringer, Nathan Bradford, Mitch Sermersheim, Norma Mera 
  
COMMISSION CHAIRS: Dan Fritch, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Andrew Luke, Irma Alanis & Lynne Bohnert 




[bookmark: _Hlk180754331]
** Tuesday, March 24 @ 7 PM will be the next meeting **
Tentative



