


PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL Agenda
September 23, 2025

Present: Fr. Christian, Fr. Homero, Fr. John, Fr. Keith, Lynne Bohnert, Michele Schoenbachler, Tara Dreblow, Nathan Bradford, Jason Nord, Nathan Mehringer, Mitch Sermersheim,  Irma Alanis, Christine Brinkman. Beth Blackgrave

Meeting opened by Jason Nord
Fr. John opening prayer

Nathan Merhinger made a motion Motion to approve minutes, seconded by Christine all were in favor of approving the minutes. 

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Update on Guadalupe Statue – Fr. John
a. Add some small trees
b. Replace some mulch wit
2. Update on Addition of a Commercial grade dishwasher, gooseneck,& Washer/ Dryer for the parish center – Fr. John. 
a. Talked with Pat about gooseneck for sink for now
b. Work needs to be done to cabinets, maybe new cabinets
c. Plans to get with building and grounds for a commercial dishwasher
d. Some events use as many as 200 plates, and could start using them more to reduce waste
3. 250th Celebration of America – Saturday July 4th, 2026 – Fr. John
a. Maybe flags in the yard, searchlights at night, 
b. Ruled out dinner 
c. Lynn Bohnert: Fr. Christian and the liturgy commission will discuss ideas,  threw out the idea for a dinner or event on the Friday before (July 3rd)
4. Staff Updates – Fr. John 
a. Hired Melanie, Lynn has heard many good things about her. 
b. Melanie is looking for singers, only a handful of people from the parish involved in music.  Father would like to see more involvement in the music ministry from the parish
c. Pam has taken a new job
d. Grace Merhinger hired
e. Paige Kendall hired for middle school youth ministry, communication (social media), Bosco, and the young adult program
f. Courtney Scmidt took a new position.  There have been a few applicants to replace her. 
g. Considering hiring a Parish manager to take care of more of the administrative responsibilities and open Fr. John to focus on other things.  
h. Jason Nord mentioned software that can track parishioner engagement (such as bloomerang) 

5. Follow up on updating the end of year financial report-Fr. John
a. Talked the financial report at the finances meeting. 
b. Considered adding the overall profit or loss at the top so it can be found easily 
c. Fr. John would like to meet with the other parishes to make a more consistent financial report. 

6. Steak Night Event – Saturday October 25th – Jason Nord
a. 60/200 tickets sold 
b. All food besides the steak, has been donated
c. Desert auction (around 40)
d. Comedian David Grahm will perform (majority paid by sponsors)
e. Half pot 
f. Raffel 
g. This is a fundraiser for the Men’s club
h. Adults only 

NEW BUSINESS
1. Happy birthday to Tara
2. Votive candle rack for our patron saint, St. Joseph
a. Current votive areas for fatima and infant of Prague were gifts. 
b. The altar area is technically in the sanctuary which is also sometimes closed off 
c. Fr. Christian suggested an outdoor St. Joseph Grotto
d. The renovation designed the church to have a votive area in the back where it currently is. 
e. We have shrines for Mary because she is without sin, but St. Joseph,is not. 
f. Could do something with the St. Joseph shrine at the Grotto.
g. The consensus opinion was to keep things as they are. 
3. Security committee- 
a. It was suggested that if we have a committee it must be meaningful and sustainable and include professionals  
b. Recommended talking to the head of security at St. Meinrad
c. There are grants through FEMA to help purchase security equipment  
d. It was suggested that training and procedures are important too.  We must make sure that people know how to use and maintain the equipment we already have.  For instance we need a schedule to check and replace batteries in panic buttons. 
e. Keep side doors locked, so there are fewer ways in.  
4. Parish council invited to help with coffee and conversation one Sunday

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.   Upcoming Events / Dates:
· Senior Dinner – September 27th
· Mother Theodore Guerin Chapel Mass – Fridays (noon) in Sept and October with adoration till 2:00pm
· Friday oct 3, Theodore Gueiren Feast day mass with adoration until 5 pm
· Oct 13-16th presbyter convocation
· Father Keith will be out Oct 7-16th
· October 20- Wisdom Day  
· Oct. 25th - Steak Night
· Nov 2nd all souls mass
· Nov 8th-23rd food drive 
· Nov 9th - Welcome reunion -12:30 mass with reception to follow
· Nov 20 - 145th anniversary of the church
· Nov 27th - Thanksgiving community meal
· Guadalupe Pilgrimage – Nov 9th – 15th …Moved to Fall 2026
· Vacations:
    -Father Homero – in October (dates TBD)  
    -Father Keith – in October (dates TBD) 
   
2. Catechism 101 Fall Schedule (Kundeck Hall 7:00 PM) – Fr Christian   Great turnouts last year!
· Sep 29 – Mary, the Mother of God and Our Mother 
· Oct 5 - new member orientation 9:00 am breakfast
· Oct 6 – The Death, Descent, and Resurrection of Jesus 
· Oct 7 - bilingual rosary 
· Oct 13 – The Ascension of Christ and the Sending of the Holy Spirit 
· Oct 20 – The Person of the Holy Spirit in Scripture
· Oct 27 – The Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian 
· Oct 28 - priest appreciation dinner
· Nov 3 – The Holy Spirit and the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
· Nov 5 - cemetery mass
· Nov 10 – The Holy Spirit and Forgiveness, plus “How to Make a Good Confession” 
· Nov 17 – The Four Last Things 
· Dec 1 – The Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Mary 

 3. Theology on Tap (Young Adult Catholics in their 20s and 30s @ St. Benedict Brew Works)
     -Oct 9th – Fr. Simon Hermann, OSB, “Finding Peace in an Anxious Time”
     -Nov 13th – Dr. Ed Epsen talking about AI and faith
     -Dec 11th – Dr. Robert Alvis, “St. Leo the Great & Pope Leo XIII:  The Namesake of the New Pope”
 

 4. Bible Studies and Reading Groups – Fr. Christian
     -Women’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Tuesdays @ 6:30PM (09/09/25-10/14/25) 
     -Men’s Bible Study (w/ Fr. Keith)-Thursdays @ 6:30PM (9/11/25-10/16/25)
     -Spanish Prayer & Bible Study monthly taking a break 
     -Dad’s Reading Group (Fr. Christian) Currently taking a break.  Next book TBD. Contact Fr. Christian at craab@evdio.org for time and location. 


COMMISSION UPDATE: (top points from each commission lasting 5 minutes or less)

Finance – Dan 

Justice & Charity (formerly Evangelization & Outreach) – Beth
a. Had lots of donations, the amount of clothing is a little overwhelming
b. Bingo at Cathedral next is at Timbers Nov 10, 6:30
c. Hosting coffee and doughnuts
d. Will start contacting people about Thanksgiving
e. Oct 16 next meeting

Evangelization & Catechesis (formerly Spiritual Life) – Andrew
a. Youth day Sept 27 in Evansville
b. Sunday youth group at the bosco house

Community Life – Michele
a. Senior meal at the end of the month
b. Oct 3 family game night
c. Farewell for Pam 

Liturgy and prayer – Lynne Bohnert 
a. Blessing of pets oct 4, feast of St. Francis, Saturday 10am. 
b. Nov 2 all souls memorial mass with speaker and dinner to follow

Latino – Irma/Fr. Homero
a. Cursillo last week 
b. Found a replacement grinder, but it takes all day to grind the meat with it. Getting quotes for a bigger faster one so that the meat can be ground in a few hours.  Would share it with the whole parish community. 
c. Fr. Homero has a recommendation for a member to parish council from the hispanic community. 


CLOSING PRAYER: Father Keith

MEMBERS: Jason Nord, Christine Brinkman, Tara Dreblow, Jane Fischer, Nathan Bradford, Nathan Mehringer and Mitch Sermersheim
 
COMMISSION CHAIRS: Dan Fritch, Lynn Scheu, Michele Schoenbachler, Andrew Luke, Irma Alanis, Lynne Bohnert  	        

[bookmark: _heading=h.o2a2gw5biztm]STAFF MEMBERS:  Fr. John Brosmer, Fr. Homero Rodriguez, Fr. Christian Raab, Fr. Keith Hart,  Tammy Mehringer, Tracie Ihle, Paige Kendall, Grace Merhinger

** October Parish Council Meeting – Monday, October 27th **




